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Semi-structured interview guide for a qualitative study on Australian 

General Practitioner perspectives on what influences antibiotic 

prescribing, antibiotic use, and antibiotic resistance 

 

 

 

Semi-structured Interview:  Indicative Questions 

Purpose of interview: To capture participant views on (1) what influences antibiotic 

prescribing and usage, and (2) the notion of antibiotic resistance as 

a problem that requires individuals to play a mitigating role.   

Participants:  General Practitioners 

 

Opening the interview Thank them for meeting with me + start to build rapport. 

Introduce self and the research. 

 

Confirm available time e.g. “the interview will take about 10 to 15 minutes, is that 

still OK with your schedule?” 

Ask if any questions re: participant info.   

Obtain signed Consent Form from participant. 

 

Frame the intent of the interview in one sentence and set the context:  

"Interviewing GPs to understand your views on antibiotic prescribing in the 

context of your clinical practice.  So there are no right or wrong answers.  I simply 

want to understand the reality of your clinical practice.  But if there’s a question 

that you’d rather not talk about, that’s OK, just let me know and we can skip over 

it.  Otherwise, if you’re happy to chat, just go ahead.  Does that sound OK?" 

 

Confirm re: OK with audio recording. 

Start audio recording. 
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Demographic questions 

 

Let’s start with getting to know a bit about you and your practice … 

 

Could you tell me where you’ve gained your training and where you’ve practiced? 

WHERE QUAL GAINED (where you gained your qualifications to practice) 

YEARS OF PRACTICE (and about how many years have you been a GP for?) 

WHERE PRACTICED (could you give me an idea of where you’ve practiced?) 

WORKING ARRANGEMENTS (how many hours of clinical time do you do per week? 

CLINIC STRUCTURE & PROFESSIONAL ARRANGEMENTS (What structure does this 

clinic run on?  Corporate/ partnership? What is your professional arrangement 

with this clinic (owner/ partner/ contracted/ employed) 

 

Do you mentor or supervise medical students or trainees? 

Set 1 

To understand what GPs consider 

when prescribing antibiotics (adult 

patients) 

In the context of respiratory tract infections … 

 

What factors do you consider when thinking through whether the patient needs 

antibiotics or not? (personal clinical approach) 

What would you do if the need for antibiotics is uncertain?  

 

In a situation where you don’t think an antibiotic is needed, what would you do if 

the patient says they want/expect antibiotics? 

 

More generally, what are some challenges you’ve come across regarding antibiotic 

prescribing? 

Set 2 

To explore the issue of antibiotic 

resistance 

Changing gears a little, to talk about antibiotic resistance… 

 

When you hear the words ‘antibiotic resistance’ what comes to mind? 

In your view, is antibiotic resistance an issue that GPs think about when making a 

prescribing decision? 

 

In your view, is antibiotic resistance an issue that would affect the community at 

large right now?  Or how far away into the future? 

 

What do you think GPs can do to reduce antibiotic resistance?  

Thinking about your own practice, what strategies have you used? 

 

Taking off your hat as a GP for a moment: 

As a private individual, what is your personal approach to antibiotic use? 
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To what extent do you think antibiotic resistance could affect you personally – 

your own health or your family’s health? 

 

Is there anything else you’d like to say or add? 

Set 3 (if time allows) 

Views on proposed PBS changes 

 

The advisory committee to the PBS is considering a couple of strategies to reduce 

antibiotic usage.  One is to remove oral antibiotic repeats from the PBS, essentially 

requiring the patient to come back for a review before another course can be 

written.  The other is to reduce the period of validity for oral antibiotic 

prescriptions.   

 

What do you think of these ideas?  

Is there anything else you’d like to say or add? 

Follow up questions + regular 

paraphrasing during interview to 

check meaning (member checking) 

Questions to clarify e.g. Do you mean ….? 

What about …? 

 

Probing questions Tell me more about that …? 

Could you give me an example of that …? 

What if …? 

Closing the interview and 

grounding the participant 

Is it OK to contact you if I have further questions when I work through the 

recording?  How would you like to be contacted? 

 

I’ll be collating interview responses into a brief de-identified report, would you like 

a copy of that? 

 

Thank you for sharing your views with me and for your time today (+ handover 

interview incentive in envelope — movie vouchers)  

 

Do you know of other GP colleagues in Brisbane who would be interested to be 

interviewed? (obtain details) 

 

Retrieve recorder. 

 


